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 A Mariachi Christmas 
 For String Orchestra, Grade 2 

 arranged by Jorge Vargas (BMI) 

 Instrumentation 

 1 - Full Score 
 8 - Violin 1 
 8 - Violin 2 
 3 - Violin 3 (Viola T.C.) 
 5 - Viola 
 5 - Cello 
 5 - Bass* 

 Note from the Editor: 
 This Grade 2 work creatively blends Mexican rhythms and styles with traditional Christmas Carols. 
 *A Cello 2 part that doubles the Bass is available as a free download at randallstandridge.com. 

 - Katie O’Hara LaBrie 

 Full Set - $60.00  Extra Conductor Score -  $10.00  Extra Part - $4.00 

 Randall Standridge Music, LLC - 26 County Road 472 - Jonesboro, AR 72404 - 870-926-3479 
 www.randallstandridge.com -  randallstandridge@yahoo.com 
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 A Mariachi Christmas 
 By Jorge Vargas, Grade 2 

 Program Notes: 
 A  Mariachi  Christmas  was  written  to  introduce  popular  mariachi  styles  and  rhythms  to  students  and  listeners  alike.  These 
 mariachi  styles  and  rhythms  are  incorporated  in  traditional  Christmas  carols  to  create  a  unique  playing  and  listening 
 experience. Explore three basic styles: the joropo, huapango, and son jalisciense, through the lens of familiar carols! 

 Notes to the conductor: 
 A  Mariachi  Christmas  contains  many  accents,  especially  in  the  upbeats.  It  is  important  to  make  sure  the  accents  are 
 played correctly in order to maintain the authenticity of the music. 

 There  are  many  instances  of  hemiolas  and  syncopated  rhythms  throughout  the  piece.  These  are  quite  common  in 
 mariachi music. 

 It  would  be  a  good  idea  to  have  the  students  familiarize  themselves  with  the  joropo,  huapango,  and  son  jalisciense 
 styles. You may want to have a listening session featuring recordings of mariachi groups playing these rhythms. 

 - Jorge Vargas 

 About the Composer 
 Jorge  L.  Vargas  is  a  band  director  at  Memorial  Junior  High  in  Eagle  Pass,  TX.  He  holds  a 
 Bachelor's  Degree  in  Music  Education  from  The  University  of  Texas-San  Antonio  and  a 
 Master's  Degree  in  Education  from  Lamar  University.  Mr.  Vargas  has  written  and 
 arranged for concert band, marching band, string orchestra, and mariachi ensemble. 

 His  music  has  been  performed  at  many  festivals  and  competitions  by  high  school 
 groups  and  by  professional  groups  alike.  Several  of  his  band  and  string  orchestra  pieces 
 appear  on  various  state  music  lists  throughout  the  country  and  many  have  been 
 selected  as  J.W.  Pepper  Editor’s  Choice.  Jorge’s  band  and  orchestra  compositions 
 have  also  been  performed  at  the  Midwest  Clinic  and  ASTA  National  Conference.  Jorge 
 is  a  member  of  BMI,  the  Texas  Bandmasters  Association  and  the  Texas  Music  Educators 
 Association. 
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A Mariachi Christmas
Arranged by Jorge Vargas

(BMI)
Score

Copyright © 2024, by Randall Standridge Music, LLC.  All Rights Reserved.  Purchase required for public or recorded performance.  
See "Permission to Photocopy..." agreement in score regarding digital distribution rights and usage of copyable parts. Signature required.
All other forms of duplication constitute an infringement of U.S. and International Copyright Law, and will be prosecuted by the publisher.

Grade 2
Duration 2:00
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